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Accessibility for Persons with Disabilities
UM Then . . . and NowEditor’s Note: When setting out to write a story about handicapped 
accessibility, it is easy to get caught 
up in statistics - the numbers of 
buildings that are partially or fully 
accessible, the locations of 
traditional street curbs that make 
travel difficult for persons with 
disabilities, the funding for 
renovations that is never enough or 
non-existent. Just how all that 
translates in humanistic terms can 
be lost in the cold facts.
Barbara Gould and Claire 
Thibodeau are two of the more than 
40 University o f Maine students with 
physical disabilities who are directly 
affected by the degree of 
accessibility on campus. Thirty years 
ago, Ron Hanson was the only UM  
student using a wheelchair. Found in 
their views of campus accessibility 
are different perspectives on life in a 
society that is itself partially 
impaired - often insensitive to the 
needs and aspirations of persons 
with disabilities.
Improving handicapped 
accessibility in society includes
Black Bear Inn to 
be Catalyst for 
Maine Tech Park
The Maine Technology Park 
in Orono looks about the same 
as it did at its opening a year 
and a ha lf ago with one building 
in the m iddle o f a 72-acre plot. 
But while progress in attracting 
new occupants to the Park has 
been slow, there is hope on the 
horizon in the form  o f the Black 
Bear Inn - a 70-bed hotel 
complex complete with 
conference facilities.
And the potential for the Park 
remains as high as ever.
“Th is is a good project for the 
Orono area and the State o f 
Maine,” said Rick Yost, 
m arketing director for MaineTech 
Development Co., and a 
representative o f Flagship 
Properties, the firm  retained by 
the Town o f Orono to develop the 
Park and Maine-Tech’s parent 
company. “We have the support 
o f the state, town and University. 
Once we work together as a 
group, the Park has a lot o f 
prom ise.”
In addition to four University 
o f Maine public service units 
located in the Park, there is now 
an office o f the U.S. Census 
Bureau. As early as next month, 
a branch office o f the U.S. Fish 
and W ildlife Department is 
expected to move in, said Yost. In 
addition, a Washington, D.C.- 
based consultant has been hired 
continued page 6
opening closed minds as well as 
doors.
W hen Ron Hanson speaks o f 
his alma mater, there is 
unmistakable pride and fondness 
in his voice.
“I loved coming to this 
campus. I loved being part o f 
campus life,” said Hanson, a 
1962 graduate o f the University 
o f Maine. “My years at the 
University o f Maine were some o f
continued on page 2
W hen University o f Maine 
students Barbara Gould o f 
Lincon-ville and Claire 
Thibodeau o f Caribou look at the 
three-story, $196,000 elevator 
that was completed Jan. 14 on 
the west end o f North Stevens, 
they see very different images.
For Gould, now in her second 
semester at the University o f 
Maine, the elevator is an added 
bonus. In what she describes as
continued on page 3
New Entrance Signs to be Installed
Three new  entrance signs to the University o f Maine are expected to 
be installed by m onth ’s end, beginning a campaign to get improved 
signage w ith a unified look on campus over the next severed years.
Two 24-foot University o f Maine signs w ill be placed at the two 
College Avenue entrances to campus. The Park Street entrance w ill be 
marked w ith a double-sided sign perpendicular to the road.
The signs are metallic bronze in color w ith white, back-lighted 
lettering. Made o f sheet aluminum, the signs were designed and 
constructed by NeoKraft o f Lewiston. Their purchase and installation 
was funded by monies from  the University o f Maine System ’s 
Beautification Fund. In the past three years, UM has used monies from 
the fund to upgrade a classroom  and furniture, and install a flagpole 
in front o f Fogler Library.
The University has been criticized in the past for its lack o f
continued page 2
A winter walk near Nutting Hall photo by Jack Walas
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Glasnost Melting Restrictions for 
U.S.-Soviet Study of Walrus
UM Then . . .
continued from page 1
the best years o f my life.”
Hanson was a pre-law student 
studying history and government. 
He also was the only UM student 
at the time using a wheelchair on 
a campus that was completely 
inaccessibility.
His memories are all too real.
“When on campus 1 stayed in 
Hart Hall, then a m en’s 
dorm itory,” said Hanson. “Every 
m orning I had to be assisted 
down the two steps to the Hart 
lobby, then assisted out o f the 
building. Then I would push 
across campus to Stevens. Many 
o f my history and government 
classes were in Stevens, East 
Annex and Boardman, but 
nothing on the first floor. (At 
Stevens), I’d wait for someone to 
come by to give me a boost into 
the building.
“Some people would come and 
never look my way. But finally 
someone would and they’d give 
me a boost up one or two steps 
into the building. Then I’d push to 
the stairwell and wait for someone 
to come along who could ca n y  me 
up three flights o f stairs. When 
class was over, I’d get someone to 
help me down the stairs and, with 
10 m inutes between classes, I’d 
go to East Annex and hope that 
not everyone had gone in yet.
“Basically that’s how I 
matriculated at the University o f 
Maine. It wasn ’t the fault o f the 
University. A t that time, society 
wasn ’t dealing with the issue.”
It was tough, said Hanson.
And it wasn’t ju st the physical 
barriers that got in his way.
“I had people come by me on 
the stairs and tell me I was taking 
a lot o f room. People asked me, 
‘W hy are you here?’ The majority 
o f people were cooperative and 
friendly, but to some I was an 
inconvenience.
“I didn’t argue with them. If 
you ’re the only one on campus 
(who uses a wheelchair), you ’re 
not in a position to argue. I was 
not beating doors as an advocate.
I was grateful that the University 
o f Maine accepted m e.”
Hanson, armed w ith a law 
degree, soon becam e an advocate 
and a “pioneer.” He has been the 
driving force behind much o f the 
state legislation regarding the 
rights o f persons with disabilities 
- all in an effort to improve the 
quality o f life for persons with 
disabilities.
Today, Hanson is executive 
secretary o f the Governor’s 
Committee on Employment o f 
People with Disabilities. He 
continues to watch the physical 
and mental barriers come down 
in the state and at the University
Ron Hanson Photo by Jack Walas
o f Maine. And he remains 
concerned.
“The University o f Maine is 
not the best as far as 
accessibility, but it is light-years 
away from what I had to go 
through,” said Hanson. “The 
University o f Maine has made 
significant strides to make its 
programs accessible, yet there 
are certain attitudes that revolve 
around economics that prevent 
the University from being as 
accessible as soon as it should 
be. People have to wrestle with 
their own feelings about 
disabilities. And that may mean 
that they’re not ready to make 
the commitment o f funds.
“Civil rights for persons with 
disabilities is the only civil rights 
issue tried on a cross o f 
econom ics.”
For other minorities, civil 
rights have been achieved by a 
shift in laws and attitudes,. 
Hanson said. But to secure civil 
rights for persons with 
disabilities, it also involves 
access. And that takes money.
It becomes an issue o f dignity.
“It is a question o f balance - 
when does dignity outweigh 
econom ics? In reality, the 
University o f Maine has been 
wanting to be an accessible 
institution. But the question o f 
how to afford access gets 
weighed against other demands. 
It’s a question o f priorities, and 
always in the equation is the 
return. Should we build a new 
facility like an auditorium where 
a lot o f people can enjoy it and 
revenue can be generated, or 
should we enlarge a bathroom 
doorway for one or two students?
“The question really is what 
are the most essential things 
that persons coming to this 
University need? Are the basic 
needs being met before the 
extras - art, athletics, etc.? The 
purpose in coming to a university 
is to receive the skills, training
Evaluating the walrus 
population, possibly threatened 
by the recent ban on elephant 
ivory, is possible now as never 
before thanks to Glasnost.
“Increased Soviet openness is 
certainly improving our chances 
o f getting a good evaluation o f 
whether or not the Pacific walrus 
population is declining,” said Jim  
Gilbert, associate professor o f 
w ildlife resources at the 
University o f Maine. Gilbert and a 
U.S. Fish and W ildlife Service 
official are jo in ing their Soviet 
counterparts in planning a 1990 
U.S.-Soviet census o f the walrus 
population in the ice-packed 
waters between the Soviet Union 
and Alaska.
“Scientists from the two 
countries have been trying to 
work together to evaluate the 
walrus for years, but now the red 
tape and bureaucratic hurdles 
seem to actually be melting 
away,” said Gilbert, who has been 
involved in the Pacific walrus 
count since the first jo in t census 
in 1975.
“In spite o f jo in t censuses 
every five years since ‘75, we 
really don’t have an accurate 
picture o f the walrus population 
and part o f the reason is a lack o f 
cooperation between the two 
countries,” Gilbert said. Since 
walrus don’t observe political 
boundaries in their Arctic 
habitat, thorough cooperation 
and communication during a 
census is imperative to obtain a 
valid estimate o f the population.
W hile G ilbert and other 
specialists have been working to 
better understand the walrus for 
years, an accurate census may be 
politically important now more 
than ever because o f recent 
attention focused on A frica ’s 
dwindling elephant population. A  
worldwide ban on elephant ivory 
to take effect this month may 
increase demand for walrus 
tusks and intensify questions 
about regulating walrus harvests.
Signs
appropriate signage, according to 
Tom  Cole, director o f facilities 
management. For years, signage 
on campus has been a m ixture o f 
different types and styles with no 
master plan.
Led by Jean Piper, director o f 
purchasing, a five-member 
committee reviewed alternatives 
for signage presented by several 
companies.
Coordinated signs are 
planned for installation on the 
grounds near each building on 
campus. In addition, matching 
street and directional signs will 
be installed. All additional 
signage w ill depend on funding 
in coming years.
Campus buildings along 
College Avenue will be among the 
first to be designated with the 
new signs.
W hile awaiting funding, 
wooden versions o f the 
permanent building
Arctic natives both in Alaska 
and the Soviet Union currently 
harvest 12,000-15,000 walrus a 
year. A laskan Eskimos are 
allowed to hunt the large Arctic 
marine mammal for food, and 
then use the tusks in native art. 
According to Gilbert, previous 
censuses indicate this hunting is 
not threatening the population 
estimated at about 250,000 
walrus; however, G ilbert is quick 
to cast doubt on such 
conclusions, including the 
census estimate itself.
‘T h e  walrus population in the 
pack ice is difficult to census 
with precision,” he said. T o  
ensure accuracy, a large area the 
size o f Kansas is censused which 
also complicates the task.” An 
undefined num ber o f walrus are 
hidden in the water during a 
census, and the anim als often 
group too close together for aerial 
counting, even in photographs. 
Walrus tend to stay in large 
groups, leaving small areas w ith 
a large population and vast areas 
with no visible walrus.
“Obviously our numbers 
would be w ay o ff i f  we only 
census the areas where the 
walrus are or where they aren ’t, 
and then assume the rest o f the 
territory is that sparsely or 
densely populated,” said Gilbert.
Censusing a large area means 
it is impossible to get a valid 
sample in any one day. Since the 
walrus won ’t sit still for the 
three-week census, the project is 
set for late August and early 
September, a time when walrus 
move around the least.
In spite o f complicating 
factors, G ilbert is encouraged by 
the new  level o f Soviet 
cooperation for this year’s 
census. He said he hopes the 
combined efforts w ill result in the 
m ost accurate estimates yet, 
perhaps providing answers for 
some o f the political questions 
facing those who manage the 
walrus population.
continued from page 1
identification signs w ill be made 
at m inimal cost, said Cole. The 
Sawyer Environm ental Research 
Center, campus Bookstore and 
Facilities Management have 
recently been designated with 
such wooden signs.
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“a leap o f faith,” Gould enrolled 
at the University last fall w ithout 
thinking twice that accessibility 
to her classes in speech 
communication disorders would 
be a problem. Gould, who has 
multiple sclerosis and has been 
using a wheelchair for the past 
nine years, chose her classes and 
was determ ined that 
inaccessibility was not a 
roadblock.
Thibodeau views the elevator 
w ith ambivalence. She too 
enrolled at the University o f 
Maine w ithout much concern 
about accessibility. That was 
three years ago. A lso majoring in 
speech communication disorders, 
Thibodeau said she found many 
buildings - and people - 
unapproachable. According to 
Thibodeau, who has been 
walking w ith a cane following an 
accident six years ago, it is great 
that the elevator is m aking North 
Stevens fully accessible. “I 
support the changes that have 
been made at the University,” she 
said. However, it is difficult to 
understand the lack o f 
accessibility to programs in North 
Stevens, including Conley Speach 
and Hearing Center.
Indeed, what finally moved the 
elevator from the drawing boards 
to reality was “a need that 
couldn’t be met otherw ise” - 
Thibodeau’s need to attend 
classes in her major, according to 
Thomas Cole, director o f facilities 
management. North Stevens, 
built in 1932, typifies m any older 
buildings w ith handicapped 
accessibility problems at the 
University o f Maine and 
elsewhere across the country. 
Unlike new construction that 
virtually ensures m odern 
facilities be fully accessible, lack 
o f funding causes accessibility 
problems in older buildings to be 
dealt with as program needs 
arise. And even then, the solution 
is not ju st getting a student with 
disabilities into a facility. 
Appropriate interior renovations 
must be made - accessible 
restrooms, water fountains and 
doorways.
Bond issue and University 
monies have been used for such 
accessibility renovations at the 
University o f Maine - like the 
North Stevens elevator, but even 
the smallest projects are 
expensive, said Cole. In the last 
decade, much has been done to 
make the campus handicapped
and Now continued accessible. And more needs to 
and w ill be done.
“One o f the greatest issues is 
with old buildings that were 
constructed w ithout foresight,” 
said Owen “O .J.” Logue, 
counselor and coordinator o f 
UM ’s Services for Physically 
Handicapped Students - an office 
where classes are arranged, 
services coordinated, and 
advocacy and counseling are 
provided for students with 
disabilities. “Now we have to pay 
the consequence. For students 
com ing to campus who require 
program access, particularly in 
older buildings, I tell them we 
can’t guarantee that total 
accessibility w ill be achieved 
instantly. The scenario is sim ilar 
to that o f other land grant 
institutions across the country. 
However, the University o f Maine 
should be commended for taking 
strong initiatives w ith a vision o f 
the future.
“The institution’s commitment 
to accessibility is very high,” said 
Logue. “It has been responsive in 
its efforts to resolve accessibility 
issues, despite the financial 
crunch. And then there is 
comm itm ent like that from 
Residential Life that has 
committed 1 percent o f its 
annual operating budget to 
accessibility projects (beginning 
this year). To me, that’s 
extrem ely exciting. It is 
conceivable that residence halls 
throughout campus w ill achieve 
accessible w ithin a decade.”
In the wait for accessibility, 
“the human element is very 
strong,” said Logue. “For all the 
time a person had a disability, he 
or she has met with countless 
barriers - both human and 
physical. It creates an 
adversarial feeling. But I tell 
them that, i f  they can help pave 
the way for others, they should 
take pride in that. It’s 
unfortunate that projects like the 
elevator take this long, but we 
are thankful that it happened.”
To Gould, the elevator 
represents a natural step the 
University has taken toward 
greater accessibility. “If given an 
opportunity, it’s a matter o f 
turning on a light bulb - saying ‘I 
have a special need and want to 
come to school, how can we do 
it?”’ she said. “I was not going to 
let this (inaccessibility) stop me. I 
decided if  Ron Hanson could do 
it, I could.”
Gould describes herself as “a 
PR person and a sucker for
kids.” It’s not unusual to see her 
answer the stares o f children in a 
store or restaurant by drawing 
near, talking to them about her 
wheelchair and answering the 
questions their parents have told 
them are not polite to ask.
“People don’t have to draw 
attention to a person’s 
disabilities, but they’ve got to 
know it’s OK to ask questions,” 
Gould said. “It may be a 
polyanna attitude, but I believe it 
takes all kinds to make the 
world. Everyone has something 
to offer. People w ill extend 
themselves if  you invite them, 
and most people like to help.”
As Thibodeau sees it, the 
elevator addition w ill help others 
com ing after her.
“I felt intim idated because I 
was the only one (with an 
apparent m obility lim itation) and 
I didn’t know what to expect,” 
said Thibodeau. “I was making 
an adjustment too. I hated being 
a special person.”
Thibodeau said she 
remembers her first day o f class 
during which a professor 
announced a relocation to the 
ground floor to accommodate the 
needs o f a student with 
disabilities. “And there was 
Claire w ith her cane propped 
against the wall,” said 
Thibodeau. “It was horrible.
Some people resent it (having to 
accommodate the needs o f the 
persons w ith disabilities who are 
in the minority). I f  I could have
crawled in a hole, I would have. I 
never had been pointed out 
before.”
Up until six years ago, 
Thibodeau led a very athletic life. 
But because o f complications, 
she never fu lly recovered from a 
fall that broke the fem ur and 
ankle o f her right leg. Her pain is 
constant. And daily.
Yet the pain was sometimes 
easier to accept than the 
insensitivity o f others.
“I had the idea that I’d 
someday get rid o f the cane, but 
? the pain was trem endous,” said 
Thibodeau. “On my part I was 
trying to push aside the 
inevitable. I started fighting for 
m yself when I realized I was not 
* going to get any better, and that 
it could be worse. M
i “Th ings have gotten better 
>3' because people have gotten to 
know m e,” said Th ibodeaus “and 
I’ve gained self-confidence w ith 
m y disability. I still w alk slow 
and people push past me (as if  
I’m in their way). But now  I let 
people know if  I don ’t think 
they’re quite right. And I even 
call the police i f  I see an 
unauthorized car in a 
handicapped parking space, 
especially now  w ith the ice. I 
used to feel bad about reporting 
but not any m ore.”
Thibodeau, who lives in a 
residence hall on campus, 
graduates in M ay w ith an 
undergraduate degree in speech 
communication disorders. She
Claire Thibodeau, left, and Barbara Gould near the North Stevens elevator.
Photo by John Baer
Amateur Artists Receive Awards
Thirty-four works by 27 artists are on display in the Ninth 
Annual Am ateur Art Exhibit at the University o f Maine through 
Feb. 25 in the Hauck Gallery, Memorial Union.
The exhibit, sponsored by the Union Board, is open to any UM 
student or faculty/staff member who is an amateur artist. Five $50 
grand awards and six honorable mentions were granted by a five- 
member jury, presided by Vincent Hartgen, UM professor emeritus 
o f art.
Grand awards were presented to: Joyce Parent, Rick Beckjord, 
Iver Lofving, Caellaigh Bennett Desrosiers, James Toothaker. The 
honorable mentions awards were presented to: Jennifer Klenk, 




M ichael h . lew is : new  workMaine Museum of Art. The exhib contemporary landscapes by Lew intimate 3-inch squares and large vertical \ 
multiple-plate color etchings and one singh 
past summer in Vienna. Lewis, assisted by 
President for Research and Public Service, 
printmaker who has invented a process for 
Lewis’ to copper plates.
Lewis’ works will be on display through 
artist 5-7 p.m. Jan. 19.
The Brooklyn-born artist has been a me 
Department faculty since 1966. With more 
of which were one-person shows, Lewis ha: 
works have been purchased by, among oth 
University, the Albertina Museum, Vienna, 
work also is in numerous corporate and pr 
Konrad Oberhuber, director of the Alber 
from the deep wells of human experience, < 
limits of a single human life, encompassing 
heritage of humanity.”
Lewis’ landscapes are instilled with “tim 
art critic for the Boston Globe. “Landscape 
has been dominated by the influence of ph 
expresses his feelings about landscape in t 
with the great European landscapists of th 
What follows is Lewis’ comments about 
exploration of many levels of reality, the ex 
evolution of his art.
The material was excerpted from a recei 
Shepard III, director of the University of M;
I’m not trying to design something 
that’s going to be contemporary (or not 
contemporary). I’m just working off of 
the impulses that I have. I’m going after 
experiences.
My intention is not to make an object 
which fits a certain category. The 
process is pretty much a give-and-take 
dialogue between me and the painting, 
and I’m often as surprised at the 
direction that it goes in as perhaps 
viewers are. This dialogue is a catalyst 
for me to change and for my ideas to 
grow and become broader. And it’s also a 
record of those changes over time.
When I became interested in 
landscapes, I had come off a period 
where I was working on figures and on 
things with mystical content. I was 
becoming very interested in the idea that 
the artist doesn’t necessarily put 
everything consciously into the work. I 
felt that, in some ways, the working 
process could eventually develop to the 
point where the artist had enough skill 
and intuition so that his/her job would 
be to kind of step aside and let things 
flow through. This could be a 
subconscious process, a psychological 
process, or even a spiritual process - I'm 
interested in all of those possibilities. 
Whatever the source of the impulse, it 
flows through the artist into the work of 
art and then into the world. I can’t help 
but feel that, in its most important 
aspects, the process is beyond the 
artist’s purely conscious control. It 
seems to me that it has to be a mix of 
intellectual intention, discipline and 
intuition.
I was working on narrative paintings 
in a landscape context but I realized I 
had very little technical knowledge 
(vocabulary) to make the forms found in
nature. So I began painting outdoors to 
“study” the forms. Initially this meant 
that there was little impulse toward 
poetry. I was copying and trying to 
internalize the knowledge of how things 
are structured. The unexpected thing 
was that, as I worked on these “studies,” 
I experienced the forms over a long 
period of time and changing conditions. 
This strongly reinforced the multifaceted 
quality of my experience of their reality. 
For example, as the light changed the 
forms changed. Something would first 
appear very flat, and then two hours 
later, it would become dimensional, 
popping out and projecting into space.
Or the weather changed and things that 
looked dull would suddenly be vibrant 
and colorful. This excited me 
tremendously because it underscored 
the point that we tend to take reality for 
granted as being concrete and apparent. 
But there are all these levels of things 
going on that are “true” and profound 
but not so apparent. Perhaps to get on 
with our everyday business, we need to 
think of things as obvious and 
permanent, yet everything is continually 
evolving. Sometimes the changes come 
with dramatic suddenness, other times 
so slowly that they can’t be perceived. I 
think that art is about making these 
transformations visible. It comes often 
from doubt and a longing to see and 
experience more fully.
It seems we must tiy to understand 
change, to understand how we fit into 
the cycles of change, rather than 
pretending that something is permanent 
which is really not.
Although I paint the physical world, I 
am trying to explore many levels of 
reality at the same time ... the energy of 
the microcosm and macrocosm, of time
passing, and spiritual energy. I like to 
think that what you are seeing in my 
images is the skin of the physical world 
stretched so thin that you can see 
through it to the greater forces at work. 
Painting is a way of probing for what 
feels “true.”
At Acadia Park, even when people 
just drive up, get out of their car to 
check out the view and click off a 
picture, something beyond that 
seemingly superficial act has to be 
going on. Something about the 
landscape reaches people. It's not an 
analysis of pure form, its more like 
an escape into a promise of beauty. 
Something there speaks to people.
I find the natural landscape to be 
tremendously sensual and alive with 
possibilities. So probably as I’m working 
more has to be going on at any given 
moment than just a formal analysis, but 
for me, outdoors, the experience, is 
primarily empirical. The concentration 
that I need for my wash technique 
doesn’t happen when I’m working by 
actually looking at the forms so the 
“studies” tend to be more traditional and 
representational. When I come back to 
the studio, the process becomes 
predominantly intuitive. The paper is 
blank and I try to clear my mind. I may 
have an impulse toward a certain color 
or a certain remembered image, but I 
have no idea what is going to come out 
until the colors and paint and the 
strokes start to provoke me. However, 
you prefer to identify the source of this 
kind of process ... subconscious, 
psychological or spiritual, it flows 
through the artist into the work and into 
the world. It’s a highly emotional, very 
direct experience. I’m not conscious of
the content or technical problems. I’m 
living in the work and it either comes out 
or it doesn’t. Between painting sessions,
I can analyze what might be happening, 
but not when I’m working.
The changes in myself and the 
changes in my work over a long period of 
time (27 years) have lead to what’s in the 
work now. Those changes have been in 
the level of my own awareness and 
consciousness - how I understand 
myself, my relationship to the world and 
then the role an artist plays in the world. 
And also it comes from the necessity of 
having worked for a long period of time 
with a kind of obsessive tenacity which I 
see as really central. I don’t think that 
facility alone is enough: I think that one 
has to penetrate to a point where the 
connections between what you do and 
what you think and what you feel are so 
natural that your expressive statements 
come out spontanously unified.
It seems to me that my mind 
(curiosity) is taking me down this path. I 
mean it wasn’t something I just decided 
to do and understood fully. I am 
struggling to comprehend, and the 
struggle influences the paintings and is 
also reflected in them. It’s like if you and 
I are sitting in the room now and if I ask 
you where are we? Now you would say 
we are in a room and there are four 
walls around us and the temperature is 
comfortable .... But (in reality) we are in 
a particular building in a certain location 
on campus and we are in the attic of 
that building. We don’t think of 
ourselves as suspended near the roof of 
a three-story building. We just think of 
ourselves in the room. We do that for 
clarity, for simplicity. It may be 
unsettling if we start to think we also are 
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but it’s true. And that’s what the 
paintings do, they make you conscious 
of things which are probably true, which 
are expanding away from the kind of 
limited perception that lets us (cany out) 
our everyday lives. They invite us to 
contemplate transcendental issues - 
issues of transformation, issues of 
change which we have to be aware of to 
be fully conscious but we can’t be so 
aware of that we can’t deal with everyday 
life. People tend to experience that as 
inspiration.
Art helps people to see big 
concepts in a startling new way 
which goes beyond words.
I like to think that my work is an 
invitation or provocation for the viewer 
to participate fully rather than to simply 
accept or reject a particular image.
When people join into the work, the 
experience becomes personal and more 
compelling. The content is the 
combination of whatever energy, feeling 
and ideas I’ve been able to uncover and 
whatever unique background, reactions 
and associations the viewer can bring to 
the experience. I believe that this very 
open-ended kind of communication 
takes place on many levels, not just 
consciously. It is implemented as much 
by subtle changes in color, brush stroke 
and rhythmic structure of the 
composition as it is by recognition of the 
image. It can be rational or mystical.
I think what’s happening is that my 
work falls somewhere between what 
people, on the one hand, expect 
normally from a very real landscape and, 
on the other, from the kind of landscape 
that might be done for some science 
fiction script. Clearly, my landscapes are 
not supposed to represent an imaginary
Vienna Print #4 copper-plate etching
Fields Around the University #2 (Mae and Sparky) turpentine wash
Fields Around the University (Orono, Maine) #20 turpentine wash 
Photos by Jack Walas
other world and yet they are not quite 
completely real. People have to deal with 
these landscapes in a different way, they 
have to have some kind of fresh 
approach to them (if they want to deal 
with them at all).
Even when there’s no human figure 
present, the paintings are about human 
experience in the sense that they are a 
part of the flow of my experience and 
they will become part of the experience 
of others. I can’t conceive of them as 
being unrelated to human experience. 
When there’s a figure there it invites you 
to identify with it and so it gives you a 
certain scale. When there’s no figure 
present, you are free to either float over 
the landscape or enter into it wherever 
you wish.
It’s only in the last two years that I’ve 
begun to do any number of paintings 
without figures. Before that, everything 
had figures. Now I seem to be 
comfortable without them. I haven’t 
abandoned them. I may even go back to 
doing paintings with 20 figures in them 
because I really am still interested in the 
problems figures pose.
I tend to like to explore extreme 
positions and find a balance. To me, 
progress seems to be in finding out how 
to harmonize things in some way 
without losing the vitality of the 
extremes.
The criteria in my mind when I'm 
developing an image is to have a 
really honest commitment to the 
process of its evolution - no contrived 
idea, just a response to the paint and 
the images and the colors as they 
come up.
I watch the forms roll out and 
respond to the increasing sensations of 
what the images are about until it all 
comes together. At its best, I feel that I’m 
bringing a positive, loving energy to the 
work.
There are times, either at the 
beginning or some other point in the 
process, when I could play it safe, 
thinking that since this looks nice, I had 
better be careful not to ruin it. 
Sometimes I might catch myself thinking 
that since the last painting came out so 
nicely, maybe I should do another one 
just like it. Over time I’ve learned that
when I’ve succumbed to these 
inclinations the resulting paintings tend 
to be the stiff and awkward ones. They 
are more clumsy and less felt. Anyone 
can see it. The struggle is to maintain 
that sense of the right relationship to the 
work through the whole process so that
my feelings don’t center on just the 
outcome.
Years ago, my relationship to the 
process of painting was such that, if 
there was a tree in the middle ground of 
a painting I was working on, I sort of
continued on page 6 
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m entally traveled back to that spot 
to paint that tree. I really 
experienced the traveling through 
the space o f the painting to get to 
that tree to paint it. Now I feel like, 
when I start the painting, I kind o f 
spread out into the whole painting. 
I’m  everywhere at once and, as the 
paint starts to move, I’m  in the tree, 
in the clouds, in the earth, all at 
once materializing the forms. My 
mental participation or my spiritual 
participation or my emotional and 
physiological participation is spread 
out throughout the whole 
composition. Later, when I look at 
specific details, they surprise me. I 
don’t rem em ber them  as much as I 
rem em ber the sensation o f the whole 
work.
For me, the process o f living is so connected to the process o f 
making art that I  can't seperate them.
I have a comm itm ent to working everyday. I want m y work to be 
honest, so I like to put in a lot o f hours. I conceive o f m y work as 
developing over a num ber o f years, so that it has an opportunity to 
reach a depth and m aturity in its expression.
For me, the process o f m aking art has gotten so close to my living 
process that it is sim ply impossible to separate them. W hat I am trying 
to gain as insight, how  I am being transformed, must pass through
Editor’s Note: At the request o f readers who contacted Public 
Affairs during the fall semester, the Maine Perspective 
Calendar has been reformated with day-by-day listings. In 
additition, larger type is being used. Budget requests prohibit 
the Calendar- and Maine Perspective - from moving from 
biweekly to weekly as planned. However, campus events will 
continue to be listed in two-week intervals for planning 
purposes. As usual, reader comments are welcome.
Park continued from page 1
to explore grant proposals for 
different projects that could bring 
business to the Park.
“The Maine Technology Park 
is still in the infancy stage,” Yost 
said. “The hotel is the catalyst 
w e’ve been waiting for to give the 
Park viability and attract 
business to the area. It’s the 
cornerstone we want to build 
upon. W ith the hotel, we w ill see 
buildings going up rather quickly 
in five years.
The Black Bear Inn w ith a 
conference center for up to 250 
people, is targeted for completion 
this May - hopefully in time for 
commencement. Arrangem ents 
for construction o f the hotel, 
owned by Bennoch Road 
Associates and Danny Lafayette, 
were made by Flagship 
Properties, Yost said.
It’s opening is being heralded 
by Orono as a sign o f things to 
come.
“Progress in the Park has 
been slow,” said Orono Town 
Manager Bruce Locke. “W e’ve had 
good prospective firm s interested 
in locating in the Park, and I 
believe they w ill eventually locate 
there. The hotel and conference 
center is probably the ideal 
facility to be constructed at this 
time. This facility w ill benefit the 
Town o f Orono, the University, 
the Old Town area, and should 
be a natural draw for new Park 
tenants.”
Locke, who has seen the 
Maine Technology Park evolve
for the past five years, said 
that while its rate o f growth has 
been disappointing, he remains 
optim istic about its future.
“W hen econom ic development 
picks up again, it should be a 
prime location,” he said. “The 
whole idea was to have a park for 
research and technology, and we 
w ill continue to market that 
concept.”
The concept o f such a park 
was on Orono’s agenda in the 
early ‘70s, Locke said. Initially 
planned as an industrial- 
technology center, the concept 
evolved through the years to 
focus on research. By the time 
Locke becam e town m anager in 
1984, Orono had received 
Econom ic Development 
Adm inistration monies and the 
hearty support o f the University 
o f Maine to get the Park o ff the 
ground. Orono, which owns 32 
acres (Bennoch Road Associates 
owns 40 acres), installed the 
Park’s prim ary road and utilities. 
The first building in the Park was 
completed in August 1988 and 
ready for its first occupant - the 
University o f Maine.
The University has leased 
6,000 square feet to house those 
University units that work 
prom oting business and industry 
in the state - the Center for 
Innovation and
Entrepreneurship, the Bureau o f 
Labor Education and the Maine 
Council on Economic Education, 
according to Phil Dufour,
Efforts Under Way to Market 
Lobster in Japan, Australia
Giving lobsters a rest in 
Hawaii may soon make it 
possible to build a viable market 
for the American lobster in the 
Pacific Rim countries o f Japan, 
South Korea, Taiwan, Malaysia, 
Indonesia, Australia and New 
Zealand.
“Some Maine lobsters are 
already reaching Japan, but we 
must find a way to keep more 
lobsters alive for the long trip in 
order to expand the markets in 
that direction,” said David Dow, 
executive director o f the 
University o f Maine Lobster 
Institute. A  lobster holding 
facility in Hawaii could “give 
lobsters some breathing time on 
their way around the w orld.” 
Lobsters are hearty but they 
derive oxygen from  water and can 
only live a lim ited amount o f time 
out o f water, said Dow. Even with 
improved packing and shipping, 
the m ortality rate in a shipment 
o f lobsters from Maine to Japan 
can be as high as 40 percent.
For that reason, a seawater 
holding facility in Hawaii would 
dramatically decrease losses - 
providing a place “to rest and 
revive our product, and therefore 
allow us to reach markets farther 
away which are not viable today,” 
said Dow.
“This is the beginning o f a 
major transition for the lobster 
industry,” Dow predicted. The
Homarus americanus, the 
Am erican lobster found o ff North 
Am erica ’s eastern coast from 
Newfoundland to North Carolina, 
is a “world-class product which 
has no real competitor.” The 
Spiny lobster, also called Rock or 
A frican lobster, is found in 
southern areas including Florida, 
Hawaii and Australia. However, it 
is clawless and not as sweet as 
the Am erican lobster.
“We know the product is 
desirable and believe more 
people in areas along the Pacific 
Rim w ill want the Am erican 
lobster i f  they know they can get 
it,” Dow  said. Consumers in 
Japan already pay $40-$80 a 
pound for Maine lobster and it is 
not yet available to consum ers in 
other countries o f the region.
Dow and five lobster dealers 
are investigating sites in Hawaii 
for a holding facility. One small, 
short-term  option is refrigerated 
seawater tanks at the Honolulu 
airport. A  longer-term  facility to 
hold more than 1 m illion pounds 
o f lobster m ay be possible at the 
Natural Energy Laboratory o f 
Hawaii.
“M aine’s econom y and the 
country’s balance o f trade w ill 
both benefit,” said Dow. “This 
expansion o f trade helps the 
lobster industry stabilize prices 
and find a consistent demand for 
its product which has recently
assistant vice president for 
Business, Industrial and 
Governmental Relations whose 
office also is located in the Park.
From the start, working 
closely w ith the town and 
developers, the University agreed 
to cooperate by m aking its 
resources available to the 
occupants o f the Park, said 
Dufour.
“Occupants o f the Park would 
have access to (Fogler) Library 
resources on campus as well as 
other support services that m ight 
be helpful in expanding 
businesses and firm s,” said 
Dufour. “Hopefully occupants 
locating in the Park could 
capitalize on the research and 
scientific resources located on 
campus, as well as jo in t efforts 
between the professional 
individuals located w ithin the 
firm s o f the Park, and faculty 
and sta ff on campus.
“In addition, students w ill 
also be a resource for firms 
locating in the park, not only as 
support sta ff throughout the 
academic year but as potential 
employees after graduation.”
The vast and varied 
resources the University has to 
offer prospective Park occupants 
are considered m ajor selling 
points, said Dufour. But the 
advantage o f locating near a 
major university is ju st one o f 
the variables taken into 
consideration.
“High-tech firm s are
continuing to prefer to locate in 
southern Maine for various 
reasons, including closer 
proxim ity to Boston,” said 
Dufour. “W e’ve had a num ber o f 
high-tech firm s interested in 
locating in Maine that have 
selected sites in southern Maine 
because o f resources at the 
University o f M aine.”
Such competition w ill 
diminish, Dufour said, as living 
costs increase and desirable sites 
becom e scarce in southern 
Maine. Development w ithin the 
Greater Bangor area will expand 
north to the research and 
development Park,” he said.
“I would anticipate that there 
would be at least two to four new 
occupants w ithin the Park in the 
next five years, and full 
occupation in the next 10,” said 
Dufour. “I foresee primary 
interest would be from  firm s 
interested in electronics and 
material science (like that 
conducted by the Laboratory for 
Surface Science and Technology) 
and geographic information and 
analysis. Hopefully there would 
be interest shown by 
biotechnology firms, capitalizing 
on our biochem istry and 
m icrobiology resources located 
on campus, in addition to other 
resources like computer science.” 
The Park remains “staged 
and ready,” said Locke. “As the 
econom y improves, the Park is 
going to develop. Our timing may 
not have been great, but it
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SATURDAY, Jan. 20
“Penobscot Storytelling,” by 
Vivien Massey and Ann 
Pardilla, children’s storyhour, 
10 a.m., Hudson Museum.
Men’s and Women’s Track 
with Vermont, 10 a.m. 
xBEAR.
“Related Issues on the Visions 
of Martin Luther King Jr.,” a 
WMEB radio program, 10 
a.m. x l4 17.
Women’s Basketball with 
Hartford, 1 p.m. Admission. 
xBEAR.
Men’s Basketball with 
Hartford, 3 p.m. Admission. 
xBEAR.
“Sex Lives and Videos,” a 
Union Board film, 6:30 p.m. 
and 9 p.m., Hauck 
Auditorium. Admission. 
xl736.
“Port City All Stars” band, 
part of Sizzling Saturdays 
Series, 9 p.m., Bear’s Den. 
xl736.
“Afro-American Student 
Association Jam Celebration: 
Continuing the Dream,” 9 
p.m., Hilltop Conference 
Center. xl417.
SUNDAY, Jan. 21
Newman Center Hours: 9:30 
a.m., Newman Center; 11:15 
a.m., 101 Neville Hall; 6:15 
p.m., Newman Center.
“Clara’s Heart,” a No Popcorn 
Cinema video, 3 p.m., 
Commuter Lounge, Memorial 
Union. xl731.
Epsicopal Eucharist, 4 p.m., 
Drummond Chapel, Memorial 
Union.
MONDAY, Jan. 22
A.A. Meeting, noon, Ham 
Room, Memorial Union. 565- 
2147.
Foreign Language Table, 
French, noon, Yellow Dining 
Room, Hilltop. x2073.
Faculty Senate Open Meeting 
on proposed new senate 
bylaws, 3:30, Bangor Lounge, 
Memorial Union.
“Irrigation with Irritation - 
Pumping Water with a 
Stering Engine”, by Edward 
Huff, Bio-Resource 
Engineering Seminar, 4 p.m., 
AE Building. x2718.
Anthropology Club Meeting, 7 




Russian, noon, Yellow Dining 
Room, Hilltop. x2073.
“Dirty Rotten Scoundrels,” a 
No Popcorn Cinema video, 
noon, Sutton Lounge, 
Memorial Union. xl731.
Maine Peace Action 
Committee Meeting, 4 p.m., 
The Maples.
Sustainable Agriculture 
Interest Group Meeting, 5 
p.m., 207 Deering Hall. 
x2935.
Ice Hockey with Merrimak, 7 
p.m. Admission. xBEAR.
WEDNESDAY, Jan. 24
Foreign Language Table, 
German, noon, Yellow Dining 
Room, Hilltop. x2073.
“Tequila Sunrise,” a No 
Popcorn Cinema video, noon, 
Sutton Lounge, Memorial 
Union. xl731.
“Issues in Gay and Lesbian 
Relationships: A  Panel 
Discussion,” Women in the 
Curriculum Lunch Series, 
12:15 p.m., Bangor Lounges, 
Memorial Union. xl228.
Circle K Meeting, 6:30 p.m., 
Sutton Lounge, Memorial 
Union.
University of Maine 
Archaeological Society 
Meeting, 7 p.m., Ham Room, 
Memorial Union. xl900.
Women’s Basketball with 
Boston University, 7:30 p.m. 
Admission. xBEAR.
THURSDAY, Jan. 25
Al-Anon Meeting, 11 a.m., 
Ham/Old Town Room, 
Memorial Union.
Foreign Language Table, 
Spanish, noon, Yellow Dining 
Room, Hilltop. x2073.
“Ten to Midnight,” a No 
Popcorn Cinema video, 1:30 
p.m., Sutton Lounge, 
Memorial Union. xl731.
“Freud’s Influence on 
Psychology,” an Honors 202 
lecture by Gordon Kulberg, 
3:10 p.m., 100 Neville Hall. 
x3264.
Protestant Worship, 4 p.m., 
Drummond Chapel, Memorial 
Union.
Wilde Stein Club Meeting, 
6:30 p.m., Sutton Lounge, 
Memorial Union.
“Hearts and Minds,” film on 
the Vietnam War in the Peace 
and Justice Film Series, 7 
p.m., 101 Neville Hall. x3860.
“Dirty Rotten Scoundrels,” a 
No Popcorn Cinema video, 7 




Drummond Chapel, Memorial 
Union.
Overeaters Anonymous 
Meeting, noon-1 p.m., Old 
Town Room, Memorial Union.
“Control of the Reactivity of 
the Si(100) Surface,” Physics 
Colloquium by Michael 
Bozack, College of Sciences 
and Mathematics, Auburn 
University, 3:10 p.m., 140 
Bennett Hall. xl016.
International Coffee Hour, 
open to anyone on campus 
interested in cultural 
exchange, 4:30 p.m., Banogr 
Lounges, Memorial Union. 
xl825.
“Tequila Sunrise,” a No 
Popcorn Cinema video, 7 
p.m., Commuter Lounge, 
Memorial Union. xl731.
Ice Hockey with 
Northeastern, 7 p.m. 
Admission. xBEAR.
SATURDAY, Jan. 27
Men’s and Women’s 
Swimming with New 
Hampshire, noon. Admission. 
xBEAR.
Women’s Basketball with 
Central Michigan, 2 p.m. 
Admission. xBEAR.
Recital with Anatole Wieck on 
violin/viola and pianist Lillian 
Garwood, 7 p.m., Lord Recital 
Hall. x3756.
Ice Hockey with 
Northeastern, 7 p.m. 
Admission. xBEAR.
SUNDAY, Jan. 28
Newman Center Hours: 9:30 
a.m., Newman Center; 11:15 
a.m., 101 Neville Hall; 6:15 
p.m., Newman Center.
“Ten to Midnight,” a No 
Popcorn Cinema video, 3 
p.m., Commuter Lounge, 
Memorial Union. xl731.
Episcopal Eucharist, 4p.m., 
Drummond Chapel, Memorial 
Union.
MONDAY, Jan. 29
A.A. Meeting, noon, Ham 
Room, Memorial Union. 565- 
2147.
Foreign Language Table, 
French, noon, Yellow Dining 
Room, Hilltop. x2073.
Anthropology Club Meeting, 7 
p.m., FFA Room, Memorial 
Union. x7723.
TUESDAY, Jan. 30
Foreign Language Table, 
Russian, noon, Yellow Dining 
Room, Hilltop. x2073.
“Beetlejuice,” a No Popcorn 
Cinema video, noon, Sutton 
Lounge, Memorial Union. 
xl731.
Maine Peace Action
Committee Meeting, 4 p.m., 
The Maples.
Sustainable Agriculture 
Interest Group Meeting, 5 
p.m., 207 Deering Hall. 
x2935.
WEDNESDAY, Jan. 31
Foreign Language Table, 
German, noon, Yellow Dining 
Room, Hilltop. x2073.
“Full Metal Jacket,” a No 
Popcorn Cinema video, noon, 
Sutton Lounge, Memorial 
Union. xl731.
“Into the Open: Rose 
Elizabeth Cleveland, 
Evangeline Whipple and 
Lesbianism in America,” 
Women in the Curriculum 
Lunch Series by Paula Petrik, 
12:15 p.m., Bangor Lounges, 
Memorial Union. xl228.
Faculty Senate Meeting, 3:15 
p.m., Lown Rooms, Memorial 
Union.
Circle K Meeting, 6:30 p.m., 
Sutton Lounge, Memorial 
Union.
University of Maine 
Archaeological Society, 7 
p.m., Ham Room, Memorial 
Union. xl900.
THURSDAY, Feb. 1
Al-Anon Meeting, 11 a.m., 
Ham/Old Town Room, 
Memorial Union.
Foreign Language Table, 
Spanish, noon, Yellow Dining 
Room, Hilltop. x2073.
“The Role of Ideology in the 
Struggle for World Peace,” a 
Controversy Series with 
Michael Howard, 12:20 p.m., 
Sutton Lounge, Memorial 
Union. xl731.
“Beyond the Dream II: A 
Celebration of Black History,” 
a telecommunications 
program, 1 p.m., Alumni Hall 
Television Studio. xl417.
“My Stepmother is an Alien,” 
a No Popcorn Cinema video, 
1:30 p.m., Sutton Lounge, 
Memorial Union. xl731.
“Spellbound,” an Honors 202 
film, 3:10 p.m., 100 Neville 
Hall. x3264.
Protestant Worship, 4 p.m., 
Drummond Chapel, Memorial 
Union.
Wilde Stein Club Meeting, 
6:30 p.m., Sutton Lounge, 
Memorial Union.
“When the Mountains 
Tremble,” a film on 
Guatemala in the Peace and 
Justice Film Series, 7 p.m., 
101 Neville Hall.
“Beetlejuice,” a No Popcorn 
Cinema video, 7 p.m., 
Commuter Lounge, Memorial 
Union. xl731.
“Paul Dresher Ensemble:
Slow Fire,” rock ‘n’ roll 
performance art, 8 p.m., 
Hutchins Concert Hall, Maine 
Center for the Arts. 
Admission. xl755.
FRIDAY, Feb. 2
Moslem Prayer, noon, 
Drummond Chapel, Memorial 
Union.
Overeaters Anonymous 
Meeting, noon-1 p.m., Old 
Town Room, Memorial Union.
“Crystallization,” a 
Department of Chemical 
Engineering Lecture by 
Gordon Youngquist, 
Department of Chemical 
Engineering, Iowa State 
University, 2:10 p.m., 100 
Jenness. x2277.
“Wonders?” Physics 
Colloquium by Paul Camp, 
David Clark, Richard Morrow, 
3:10 p.m., 140 Bennett Hall. 
xl016.
International Coffee Hour, 
open to anyone on campus 
interested in cultural 
exchange, 4:30 p.m., Bangor 
Lounges, Memorial Union. 
xl825.
“When Harry Met Sally,” a 
Union Board film, 6:30 p.m.,
9 p.m., Hauck Auditorium. 
Admission. xl736.
Ice Hockey with Providence, 7 
p.m. Admission. xBEAR.
ONGOING EVENTS
“Professor Noah’s Spaceship,” 
a Planetarium show for 
children, through Jan. 28, 
6:30 p.m. Friday, 2 p.m. 
Sunday, Wingate Hall. 
Admission. xl341.
“The Studies of Waldo Pierce,” 
Graphics Gallery exhibit, 
through Feb. 15, Memorial 
Union. xl734.
“Michael H. Lewis: New 
Works,” an exhibit of more 
than 60 contemporary 
landscapes, through Feb. 23, 
University of Maine Museum 
of Art. x3255.
Annual Amateur Art Exhibit, 
through Feb. 26, Hauck 
Gallery, Memorial Union. 
xl734.
“Cultural Traditions of 
Scotland,” a Hole in the Wall 
exhibit, through March 23, 
Memorial Union. xl731.
“An Island in Time: Three
Pianist Baycka Voronietzky 
will perform works of Schubert, 
Brahms, Mendelssohn, Chopin, 
Ravel and Debussy in an 8 p.m. 
recital Jan. 19 in Hauck 
Auditorium, Memorial Union. The 
recital is free and open to the 
public. Donations for music 
scholarships are accepted.
“Coherent Backscatter and 
Dynamic Fluctuations From 
Concentrated Multiply Scattering 
Suspensions, ” Physics 
Colloquium by Seth Frciden, 
Martin Fisher School o f Physics, 
Brandeis University, 3:10 p.m., 
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